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SECTION TIME & LOCATION INSTRUCTOR OFFICE E-MAIL & OFFICE HOURS 

B1 
MW 

F 

9:00-10:50 

9:00-10:50 

CSC B 41 
  

 

B2 
MW 

F 

11:00-12:50 

11:00-11:50 

C E5 36 
  

 

B3 
MW 

F 

11:00-12:50 

11:00-11:50 

PB 358 
  

 

B4 
MW 

F 

13:00-14:50 

13:00-13:50 

T 1 107 
  

 

B5 
MW 

F 

13:00-14:50 

13:00-13:50 

HC 2 26 
  

 

B6 
MW 

F 

15:00-16:50 

15:00-15:50 

HC 1 7 
  

 

X50 MW 18:00-20:25 PB 358   
 

X51 TR 18:00-20:25 HC 2 25 Mimi Okabe A 441B 
tokabe@ualberta.ca 

T 15:00-16:00 

Notes: Your instructor may not check emails in the evenings, on weekends and on holidays. Thus, if you email your instructor after 4pm on Friday, you may 
not hear back from him/her until Monday. If your instructor’s office hours do not work with your schedule, email him/her to make an appointment. 

 

PREREQUISITE AND RESTRICTIONS 

JAPAN 101 or equivalent. 

Restrictions: Students who have taken Japanese 30 or 35 in Alberta high schools are not eligible to receive credit for either Japanese 

101 or 102. They may take Japanese 150 or above with the permission of the Japanese language coordinator based on proper 

assessment. Students with credit in Japanese 102 cannot repeat the course.  

Students must take a placement test if they have: 

 taken Japanese courses somewhere other than the University of Alberta or 

 had some Japanese language experience in the past (may it be by self-study, living in Japan, use of the language in the family, with 

close friends or at work, or watching Japanese TV programs). 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 

A non-intensive course designed to develop basic skills in spoken and written Japanese. It emphasizes active command of elementary 

Japanese, not passive knowledge. Your goal is not simply to acquire the grammar and vocabulary, but the ability to use Japanese 

appropriately and with increasing spontaneity. Thus, at the end of the course, you will: 

(1) have culturally appropriate communication skills in both spoken and written elementary Japanese, 

(2) understand the basic structure of the Japanese language, and 

(3) have a rudimentary understanding of Japanese culture as it applies to language usage. 

 

PROFICIENCY GOALS 

At the end of this course, you will be able to: 

 describe your friends and family in detail; 

 describe someone’s appearance; 

 state opinions; 

 quote someone’s utterance or thoughts; 

 make travel or party plans; 

 place an order at a restaurant or shop; 

 explain reasons; 

 describe your future plans; 

 discuss and compare means of transportation 

 make travel arrangements; 

 describe what you desire to do; 

 introduce your friends to someone; 

 talk about your hometown; 

 talk about your childhood dreams; 

 explain your health conditions; 

 give advice; 

 understand and talk about weather forecasts; 

 read and write approximately 70 kanji characters; 

 scan for the general meaning in authentic or semi-authentic materials (e.g., signs, directions, schedules, letters, 

and short essays and stories); and 

 produce simple texts and documents (e.g., diary, e-mail, and short essays). 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: In respect of my colleagues’ privacy, I have 

included only my own contact information.  

mailto:tokabe@ualberta.ca


  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

Genki 1: An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese, 2
nd

 Edition (E. Banno et al., Japan Times, 2011). 
 

The textbook and workbook are available at the University Bookstore in SUB. Textbooks are shelved alphabetically by author’s last 

name. Look for “Banno” to find our textbook and workbook. If no copies are available, talk to the bookstore personnel and order a 

copy for yourself. The workbook is used not only for homework but also for in-class activities. Bring the textbook AND workbook 

every day. Please note that you must purchase the textbook and the workbook. Unpaid electronic copies that you may find on the 

Internet are not allowed in our classes. 

Genki Apps are available for self-studying: 

 Vocab cards 

iPhone: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/genki-vocab-cards-japanese/id785207187?mt=8 

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=jp.co.japantimes.genkivocab&hl=en 

 Kanji cards 

iPhone: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/genki-kanji-cards-learning/id840720020?mt=8 

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=jp.co.japantimes.genkikanji&hl=en 

 Conjugation cards 

iPhone: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/genki-conjugation-cards-exercises/id975482646?mt=8 

OPTIONAL TEXTBOOKS (for those who need extra kanji study) 

 Kanji Look and Learn Textbook (E. Banno et al., Japan Times, 2009) 

 Kanji Look and Learn Workbook (E. Banno et al., Japan Times, 2009) 

GRADING SCALE 

96-100 = A+ 83-87 = B+ 68-72 = C+ 54-57 = D+ 

92-95 = A 78-82 = B 63-67 = C 50-53 = D 

88-91 = A- 73-77 = B- 58-62 = C- 0-49 = F 

*Please note that a minimum of a C+ in JAPAN102 is required to take JAPAN201. 

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 

(1) Attendance and participation (7%): Based on classroom performance, participation, effort, and attendance. 

 You are expected to participate in class not only regularly but also actively. To do so, you must complete all the preview activities 

and homework specified in the course schedule. (Approximately 2 hours of work every day.) What you are expected to study 

before and after the class is specifically instructed in the course schedule. Make use of your instructor’s office hours whenever  

you have questions. 

 To fully participate in class, regular attendance is extremely important. Each unexcused absence or two late -arrivals/early- 

departures will result in 1% grade reduction. To request an excused absence/tardiness, contact your instructor via email prior to 

the class. Leaving early is equivalent to arriving late, and should you do so for an unavoidable reason, let your instructor know. 

Should you be late for an unavoidable reason, it is your responsibility to let your instructor know that you are present and 

ensure that your attendance is checked on the attendance sheet. 

(2) Tests (12%): Based on the performance in six vocabulary tests, three kanji tests, and three listening tests (1% each). 

(3) Homework (4%): Based on the completion of workbook exercises and reading practice and writing practice. Details is to be 

announced later for writing practice homework. 

 You are expected to present your homework to the instructor at the beginning of the class. Some homework needs to be graded 

by yourself. Refer to the document on eClass titled “How to complete workbook exercises” for detailed instructions. When you 

are late, it is your responsibility to ensure that your homework completion is checked by the instructor. 

 Homework submitted late will result in a mark reduction unless an excused absence falls on the due date, in which case the 

student can submit the homework in the next class. The instructor will not remind you to show the homework. 

(4) Midterm exams I (15%) and II (15%): You will be tested on the basis of: situational/functional usages of Japanese, learned 

expressions, aural comprehension, productive abilities, grammar, knowledge of vocabulary and kanji, and reading 

comprehension. You must present your student ID cards (ONEcard) at the time of the exam. 

(5) Presentation (5%): Based on the script and the performance of a group oral presentation. Details TBA. 

(6) Oral Exam (8%): Details TBA. 

(7) Final exam (34%): Comprehensive exam. 

 The consolidated examination for JAPAN102 will be held on: 

 
 Sample final exam questions will be made available on eClass. 

 You must present your student ID cards (ONEcard) at the time of the exam. 

 A student who has missed a final exam because of incapacitating illness, severe domestic affliction or other compelling reaso n 

(including religious conviction) may apply for a deferred exam. Students needing to apply for a deferred exam must present 

themselves at their Faculty Office. The application and supporting documentation pertaining to the absence must be presented to 

the Faculty within two working days following the scheduled date of the exam missed or as soon as the student is able, having 

 



  

regard to the circumstances underlying the absence. Refer to the Attendance subsection of the Academic Regulations section in  

the University Calendar (http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=20&navoid=4939#absence-from-final-exams). Please 

note that “a deferred exam will not be approved if a student (i) has not been in regular attendance where attendance and/or 

participation are required, and/or, (ii) excluding the final exam, has completed less than half of the assigned work” as stat ed in 

the above-mentioned section in the Calendar. 

 The deferred final exam will be held on Friday, May 4
th

 (Time & Location TBA). 
 

MISSED TERM WORK 

There will be no make-ups for missed tests or midterm exam. Students who miss a test or a midterm exam due to an incapacitating 

illness, severe domestic affliction or other compelling reason may apply for an excused absence for missed term work. For mor e 

details, see the section of APPLYING FOR AN EXCUSED ABSENCE FOR MISSED TERM WORK. 

Late homework will result in a mark reduction unless an excused absence falls on the due date, in which case the student can submit the 

homework at the beginning of the next class. The instructor will NOT remind you to present the homework. 

APPLYING FOR AN EXCUSED ABSENCE FOR MISSED TERM WORK 

 The University recognizes that occasionally life events occur that require a student to miss term work, term examinations, or  

final examinations. However, excused absences are not granted automatically and will be considered only for acceptable reasons 

such as incapacitating mental and/or physical illness, severe domestic affliction, or for circumstances as described in the 

University's Discrimination, Harassement and Duty to Accommodate Policy (including religious belief). This policy is available 

on the University of Alberta Policies and Procedures Online (UAPPOL) website at https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca. A multi - 

faith calendar is available at www.registrarsoffice.ualberta.ca/Calendar/Academic-Schedule.aspx. 

 Unacceptable reasons include, but are not limited to personal events such as vacations, weddings, or travel arrangements . When 

a student is absent without acceptable excuse, a final grade will be computed using a raw score of zero for the work missed. Any 

student who applies for or obtains an excused absence by making false statements will be liable under the Code of Studen t 

Behaviour. Students should consult their Faculty for detailed information and requirements. 

 Approval for an excused absence from term work (e.g., classes, labs, assignments, quizzes, term papers, reports, or term 

examinations) is at the discretion of the instructor. For a waiver, the percentage weight allotted to the term work missed is added 

to the percentage weight allotted to the final exam. 

a. To apply for an excused absence where the cause is incapacitating mental and/or physical illness and most other 

cases including severe domestic affliction, a student must inform the instructor(s) within two working days 

following the scheduled date of the term work or term exam missed, or as soon as the student is able, having regard 

to the circumstances underlying the absence. 

b. For an excused absence where the cause is religious belief, a student must contact the instructor(s) within two weeks 

of the start of Fall or Winter classes; and within three days of the start of Spring or Summer classes. 

c. All other accommodation requests covered by the Duty to Accommodate Procedure should be discussed with the 

instructor(s) as soon as the student is able, having regard to the underlying circumstance. 

In all cases, instructors may request adequate documentation to substantiate the reason for the absence at their discretion s uch 

as a form from the student's Faculty or a statutory declaration. 

E-MAIL ETIQUETTE 

Your instructor will make efforts to be available for consultation, feedback, and general advice via e -mail, but requests must be made 

in a respectful and appropriate manner (e.g., The abbreviation "JAP" should not be used because it has a strongly negative 

connotation). Occasionally students forget that there is a real person on the other side reading and reacting to e -mails, so it is vital that 

you consider this to avoid sending messages that come across as disrespectful or rude. Remember, you are writing a message to your 

instructor. Accordingly, in order to maintain a positive and respectful atmosphere, you should address the other person as yo u would 

face to face (i.e. sensei) and identify yourself by name in the main text. 

USE OF CELL PHONES 

The use of cell phones or other communication devices is distracting, and is therefore prohibited during class. Students using such 

devices will receive deductions in their participation mark. If the situation is an emergency, please excuse yourself from the classroom 

before using your cell phone. 

COURSE OUTLINES 

Policy about course outlines can be found in the Evaluation Procedures and Grading System section of the University Calendar.  

RECORDING OF LECTURES 

Audio or video recording of lectures, labs, seminars or any other teaching environment by students is allowed only with the p rior 

written consent of the instructor or as a part of an approved accommodation plan. Recorded material is to be used solely for personal 

study, and is not to be used or distributed for any other purpose without prior written consent from the content author(s).  

http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=20&amp;navoid=4939&amp;absence-from-final-exams)
http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=20&amp;navoid=4939&amp;absence-from-final-exams)
http://www.registrarsoffice.ualberta.ca/Calendar/Academic-Schedule.aspx


  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND HONESTY 

The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be 

familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Studen ts are 

particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour (online at 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/CodesofConductandResidenceCommunityStandards/CodeofStudentBehaviour.aspx) and avoid 

any behaviour that could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or particip ation in an 

offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.  

Cheating and Plagiarism: 

Students should be aware that cheating and plagiarism are considered serious offences at the University of Alberta. It is the student’s 

responsibility to be familiar with, and adhere to, the terms described in the Code of Student Behaviour. Students should care fully 

review and understand the Code of Student Behaviour since ignorance is not acceptable as a defence in cases of academic offences. 

When cheating and/or plagiarism occur, a number of penalties can be imposed, such as lowering a grade or expulsion from the 

University (outlined in Section 30.4.2 of the Code). 

Copy of “Notice to Instructors Regarding Plagiarism, Cheating, Misrepresentation of Facts and Participation in an Offence” 

(http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/StudentAppeals/DontCheatsheet.aspx) is available online as references for questions you may 

have about Academic Integrity and the Code of Student Behaviour. You may also refer to “Academic Discipline Process” 

(http://www.osja.ualberta.ca/Instructors/~/media/osja/Documents/DisciplineChartAcademic.pdf) as well as “Academic Integrity” 

(http://www.deanofstudents.ualberta.ca/en/AcademicIntegrity.aspx) for more information. (the links are also available at eClass> 

Academic Integrity). 

 
How much do you really know about Academic Dishonesty? 

The following is an excerpt from the Code of Student Behaviour: 

 
30.3.2(1) Plagiarism 

No Student shall submit the words, ideas, images or data of another person as the Student’s own in any academic writing, essay, thesis, 

project, assignment, presentation or poster in a course or program of study. 

30.3.2(2) Cheating 

30.3.2(2)a No Student shall in the course of an examination or other similar activity, obtain or attempt to obtain information from another 

Student or other unauthorized source, give or attempt to give information to another Student, or use, attempt to use or possess for the 

purposes of use any unauthorized material. 

30.3.2(2)b No Student shall represent or attempt to represent him or herself as another or have or attempt to have himself or  herself 

represented by another in the taking of an examination, preparation of a paper or other similar activity. See also misrepresentation in 

30.3.6(4). 

30.3.2(2)c No Student shall represent another’s substantial editorial or compositional assistance on an assignment as the Student’s own 

work. 

30.3.2(2)d No Student shall submit in any course or program of study, without the written approval of the course Instructor, all or a 

substantial portion of any academic writing, essay, thesis, research report, project, assignment, presentation or poster for which credit has 

previously been obtained by the Student or which has been or is being submitted by the Student in another course or program of study in 

the University or elsewhere. 

30.3.2(2)e No Student shall submit in any course or program of study any academic writing, essay, thesis, report, project, as signment, 

presentation or poster containing a statement of fact known by the Student to be false or a reference to a source the Student knows to 

contain fabricated claims (unless acknowledged by the Student), or a fabricated reference to a source.  

30.3.2(3) Misuse of Confidential Materials 

No Student shall procure, distribute, or receive any confidential academic material such as pending examinations, laboratory results or 

contents thereof from any source without prior and express consent of the Instructor.  

 

30.3.6(4) Misrepresentation of Facts 

No Student shall misrepresent pertinent facts to any member of the University community for the purpose of obtaining academic  or other 

advantage. See also 30.3.2(2) b, c, d and e. 

30.3.6(5) Participation in an Offence 

No Student shall counsel or encourage or knowingly aid or assist, directly or indirectly, another person in the commission of 

any offence under this Code. 

 

 

Let’s take an academic integrity quiz. 

1. You and a friend stay up all night working on a lab assignment together. It’s nearing 2:00 a.m., and you still have to write up your 

findings. You know it’s supposed to be an individual assignment, but due to time constraints you decide to type it up once and, 

then, copy and paste it for your friend’s assignment. If you change the wording a bit, is it still academic  dishonesty? 

2. You let your buddy look over your shoulder during a quiz worth only 10% of your grade. You know your friend could be charged 

with cheating if she’s caught, but could you be charged too? 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/CodesofConductandResidenceCommunityStandards/CodeofStudentBehaviour.aspx)
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/StudentAppeals/DontCheatsheet.aspx)
http://www.osja.ualberta.ca/Instructors/~/media/osja/Documents/DisciplineChartAcademic.pdf)
http://www.osja.ualberta.ca/Instructors/~/media/osja/Documents/DisciplineChartAcademic.pdf)
http://www.deanofstudents.ualberta.ca/en/AcademicIntegrity.aspx)


  

3. You quote from Coles’ notes in an English essay on Oliver Twist. Since it says exactly what you wanted to say, you put in a 

citation, not for Coles’ notes, but only for the passage quoted from the novel. Is this plagiarism? 

5. You have stacks of homework to do, and it’s all due tomorrow. Your friend offers to do one of your assignments since she has 

already taken the class and can do the work very quickly. Can either of you be charged with an academic offence? 

6. You watched the person in front of you pull a cheat sheet out of his pocket and copy answers all the way through the midterm 

exam. You decide not to report him. Can you be charged with academic dishonesty? 

7. You wrote an essay in a class last year that would be perfect for the assigned term paper in the course you’re taking now. You 

change the title page and hand it in to the new prof. Is this against the Code of Student  Behaviour? 

10. You sleep in on the morning of a final exam. You defer the exam, saying that you had a flat tire on the way to school that morning 

and couldn’t get there on time. Your Faculty tells you they need a Statutory Declaration signed in order to grant the deferra l. You 

go ahead and sign one, get the deferral, and everything is fine. Or is it? Could you be charged under the Code of Student 

Behaviour? 

The answers to this quiz and more questions can be found here: 

https://www.deanofstudents.ualberta.ca/en/AcademicIntegrity/AvoidingPreventingCheating/AcademicIntegrityQuiz.aspx  

(the link is also available at eClass> Academic Integrity>Academic Integrity Quiz)  

http://www.deanofstudents.ualberta.ca/en/AcademicIntegrity/AvoidingPreventingCheating/AcademicIntegrityQuiz.aspx

